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Welcome back to school Martins! | feel very privileged to be the children in Year Two’s teacher again and | cannot wait to
get to know my new Year Ones! We have been busy creating a new Curriculum, which I look forward to sharing with you.
We have some great topics and skills to explore and as always we will be getting our families involved too. We work hard
in the Martins, treat each each other with kindness, but most of all have fun!

Throughout the whole of the Autumn Term we will be exploring the History topic of ‘My Family Tree’. As before, we will
begin with a WOW Day to enthuse the children and an Exit Day to celebrate all of the fantastic learning, which has taken
place over the term. We are very excited to develop our historical skills, where we will explore and compare history
within the living memory of ourselves and our families.

Autumn Term 2019
Our theme is ‘My family Tree’.
On our WOW Day, we will be sharing family photos and beginning to explore our family tree.
As part of our Exit Day, we shall be hosting a tea party for our family members who have helped us in our topic work
this term.

English
During the Autumn Term, we will be linking our English closely with our History topic and exploring and describing our
family. This will allow us to write narratives about our personal experiences and those of others. We will begin by
practicing some key skills, such as using capital letters for names and expanded noun phrases to enhance descriptions of
both ourselves and family members. We will explore a range of traditional and modern text types such as ‘The Family
Book’ and the ‘Billy Goats Gruff’ to compare our own families with those of the authors’ fictional characters. As a result,
we will be able to develop our formal writing styles by writing reports about different families. We shall be using Toy
Story stimulus to explore how toys have changed over the decades and later in the term uncover which family members
may have been sent to war through our Remembrance Day learning. We will also use a range of poetic devices to bring
Bonfire Night to life in our written work. In each of our writing purposes, we will build resilience in our learning by firstly
planning aloud what we wish to write about, before writing down key ideas that exploring new vocabulary. We will begin
to evaluate our writing, both with our peers and teacher and learn how to re- read our work to check it makes sense.

Mathematics
In Maths this term, we will begin by exploring the place value of numbers. This will include counting, reading and writing
numbers forwards and backwards, to and from 20 for Year 1 and 100 for Year 2. We will learn how to represent
numbers, using key strategies such as the part- whole model and a place value chart to begin to assist us in adding tens
and ones. We will progress to comparing numbers and objects, using a range of language and comparison symbols (<, >
and =). Finally, in our place value topic, we will order objects and numbers, using number lines to assist us.
Later in the term, we will begin addition and subtraction. We will learn to recognise and count money, recognising coins
and notes. We shall use our number bonds and fact families to find patterns in number sequences and use this
knowledge to develop addition and subtraction bonds. We will use a range of strategies to add numbers; Year 1 will learn
to add by adding more, adding by 10 and counting on. Year 2 will progress this further to add a 2 and 1- digit number and
eventually two 2- digit numbers also that cross the tens barrier. Please continue to access Mathletics at home to support
your child’s maths learning.

Science
Within science, we will learn about the similarities and differences between animals, including humans. We will learn
about our bodies and senses. We will also group animals by their main characteristics and learn about different animal’s
bodies. Finally, we will be introduced to the idea of food chains by learning about what animals eat and their preferred
diets. Our science work will have cross- curricular links to maths through use of measuring skills and PSHE via learning
about showing respect for animals, as well as other humans.

History
In our history lessons, as part of our family tree topic, we will be learning to sequence people in time order, to assess
changes within living memory. This will help us to understand the concept of life chronology and appreciate the idea that
generations have come before us and had different upbringings to our own. We will compare and discuss how the toys,
technology and fashions have changed between these generations. Finally, we shall use our newly acquired knowledge




to answer questions about the past from a number of information sources.

R.E
Our topic in RE this term is ‘Being Human’, with a focus on the religion of Islam. We will consider what the Qur’an says
about how Muslims should treat others and live their lives and compare this to the Bible’s teachings about Christian’s
compassion. We will consider our individual and school values and discuss why we choose to live by these. We shall also
discover how the Muslim faith and beliefs can be seen in the actions of inspirational Muslims.

Computing
In our computing learning, we shall be using the ICT suite and class discussion to explore the important topic of E Safety,
otherwise known as ‘internet safety’. Through this, we shall learn about the dangers, as well as the positives, of using the
internet and decipher ways to use the internet as safely and effectively as possible. We will also be discussing the
importance of knowing who we are talking to online; ensuring that we all know the correct procedures to follow if we
feel someone isn’t who they say they are.

PSHE
PSHE lessons will be based around the topic, ‘All About Me’. This will incorporate what it means to be ‘me’ in a variety of
environments, with school at the forefront of this. The children will explore their rights and responsibilities as a member
of a class and recognise the choices they make and the consequences of these choices.

Art
In art throughout the Autumn Term, we will explore and experiment with a range of media, via creating portraits of both
ourselves and family members. We shall learn to draw lines and make marks from observations, using a range of
materials. We will develop our skills further by working on a number of different surfaces, adapting both textures and
colours within our artwork to the environment we’re working in.

Music
In music, we shall be exploring ‘Old School Hip Hop’. We will compose our own raps and edit the words to existing raps,
which link closely to our new topic. We will also explore breakdancing and the 80s Hip Hop music culture (we’re hoping
some of our relatives might be able to tell us more about this too!) Later in the term, we will also introduce the Reggae
style of music and through this medium, discover action songs that link to the foundations of music.

Cooking in the Curriculum
Our cooking provision for the term will build towards us preparing a tea party to hold during our topic Exit day for our
family members. This will teach us a range of cooking skills, such as how to stir, spread, knead and shape a range of food
and ingredients. We will also begin to learn how to work safely and hygienically within a kitchen environment, in order to
prepare some delicious treats for our relatives! Furthermore, we will learn how to make a Jumping Bean couscous salad,
allowing us to improve our chopping and measuring skills.

P.E
In P.E, we will be swimming and encompassing a range of techniques in our multi- skills lessons. Later in the term, we will
be progressing to playing multi- games once we have built up our skillset.

Important Information




Our weekly homework will be set on Thursday and returned on Monday.
Our swimming day is: Tuesday Our P.E day is: Thursday

We will change reading books on a Monday and a Thursday and will give the children two books at a time. If

you would like to change them more regularly, we invite you to come into the classroom after school and pick
out some new books with your child, or equally ask your child to access the book boxes during the school day.
It is very important for the children to be reading at home in order to help them progress through the various
different stages and improve their vocabulary, which in turn helps them in their writing. Please continue to
encourage your child to apply their phonic knowledge and skills to decode words, and encourage them to re-
read books to build up their confidence in their reading abilities. Questioning your child on what they have
read is equally important. Asking them to recall key events and define words will have a significant impact on
their comprehension skills and will support their guided and independent reading provision at school.

Please understand that the children’s reading stage will be changed when they have demonstrated over a
period of time that they have improved their fluency and comprehension on that stage. There are a number of
varied books for each reading stage and it is important that the children read a breadth of different genres.
Before making the decision to move the children up a level, | always consult their National Curriculum first. |
do carry out reading conferences each term, in order to check they are on the correct reading stage. This will
be communicated in your child’s reading diary.

| plan to take in every child’s reading diary on a Monday to check the frequency of reading at home. | ask for
your support with this. The children will be working hard at school on their fluency and comprehension. By
reading regularly at home, the children also receive the support from you in order to further aid in their
progress.

This year | am very excited to be working closely with Mrs Whitehouse, who is one of our fabulous Teaching
Assistants. Please feel free to approach her on a morning with any queries if | am unavailable. | am always
available on email, for those of you who wish to contact me with any questions. | will endeavour to get back to
you as soon as | can.

Please be aware that on a Tuesday afternoon, the Martins will be taught by Mrs Gaskin (formerly Miss
Walford) when | am carrying out my management responsibilities.

We are also very lucky to be joined by Mrs Willers this year, who is a Trainee Teacher working closely with me
under a Teacher Training scheme. You will see her out on the playground most mornings. Again, please feel
free to approach her with any queries or messages you may have.

We are always looking for willing parent volunteers to come into school to listen to the children read. If you
can help with this, it would be greatly appreciated. Please see me if you think you can help. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to approach me.

Kind regards,
Mrs Roberts

claire.roberts@marketrasen.lincs.sch.uk
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